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ﬁm‘dﬂm Adimgron, Cemerery and the other
Mecn puning - Memorials would affect me, Or, how
iflltor charitiesthi panpir. sanding on the sidelines
ome to the cheeriti vn the many riders during
the 'Rn!hng the demenstracion ride far more dhan
s tide: Um sit-hoiars, or thie many people visiting
q 'lhwr_thq- £t WA Fuetiis, e visiting & schoul for
) resenation, or doing A rendering
an A Mamie uﬁ:{:;walﬁr ?:irlllt:;d E
;{mrﬁ standing in 5 £
i E’ run i my body as we warched
‘:Ch!d:m ong uf hie imany funerals that day or
dtx,:fmtq:n hﬂn Taph@rg played anid the 21
ifneed. k m}:ﬁd’l& x}r.whj‘“umw“:
Lmn h'-ﬂ S ara & o1
the charity and USO, “about my trips 1 sill get. ehitlls. 1 hate
and again helped o bring 4 Feed the o s the! word awesome. Bur. my
{.hdc]rm truck 10 town! I'l-r:lp 300 uigm.m;:lm.
needy families. Wooloall - ginto D.C., ] was thankful-
Pve always had 3 m-mmduu Iy mée by Tim and Joyoe, I youve
sespect Forour military but 1 had . never visied 3 D.C airport, you arc in
:h@durel-v i |dn haw -ﬁimnﬂ fp:r 'fhm it was oft tosee the
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begutiful Virging countryside and see
some of the sights around the D.C
area and their very cool and relaxing
hipme dnd freends,

Righe off the bat. fovce takes me 1o
2 plice called the Kiss and Ride,
alchough | didnt see much kissing
going o, and is where you jump oo
one of the many Metro ing which
will take you to various places in L,
As we arrived av Addingron Cemetery,
we quickly mied o find where the lar,
et Parmior Guard  Riders: procesiton
was -t be as Jimeowas riding: inowath
others for the service and caighe one of
thie tours. As you stand among the
miany: headstones, in silence; it comes
oy mind that there are so many of them
and they go onforever.  Sudly,
Arlingron Cemetery is but one of
meamy around the world, While there,
we warchied the changing of the geard




at the Tonb of the Unknown Soldier,
and witnessed omie of the 35 funesals
being dome daily. It was so impressive,
yer sad, o wach everyone in chat
whole ‘area stop- walking and pive
IESPECT 103 WA OF wWoman none of os
kmew. ¥ really cannot explain dhic foel-
ings that [ had as it is something that
you really have 1o experience yourself.
Looking at the map | had this idea
that we  wounld visic Arlingron
Cemetery, check our the Memorials;
g0 1o the Smichsonian, the Holocaus
building, climb w the wp of the
Washingron Monument, as its all
right there togerther. | was 5o wrong,
W spent most of the day in Arlington
alone. I wanted o s2e ot all, the
Lincoln, Kaorean, md'ﬁ"hrlcl'w:l Tt
Memorials, and the Vietngm Veterans
Memorial, aka the Wall. The Viernam

"u-"nm.ng. Mumorial will just cear you i

[ as you walk along and vee all
tlupmmcs ??d‘u-mu :si,nufi Y Copy o
mame off the Wall for a friend whao lost
her brother when she was only seven
months old. The ladics with the yel-
berwe hiaesane ‘volunzeers and were 36
helpfil, they dirccted us to the name
and provided the Fﬂ.pe':and penciland
ul'ﬁ:n:dtﬂ:lhlthrmclf[wﬂdn
Having never met this man | thought
a rendering would bean-sasy thing o
do, bur the weaes fell, This is st an
emotional place:

Cinie of the places. thar sticks in
my mind thar Joyce and T akso visited
was the Faces of the Fallen. Here,
drawings and painrings are displayed
of the many thar have fallen and vis-
ors :I'l.ﬂ\"l: left notes.and pine  Again,
very emorional...

We caughe the Metro back Jarer
thar day and headed home o 2 house-
ful of their chaprer members: and
fricnds from Connectionr. Hanging
aiat aned having fan was the onder of
the night.

On F:id:j,‘ morhing, we gathered
and metr up with their chaptes, the
Capital Cruisers (Cruiser Club USA
Chaprer 11}, .and headed for 1 school
thar had been collecting donazions for
thie children in Irag 1o provide neces
sities such as school supplies. Upan
‘arriving, we had fun joising the
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@ i " Left Top: Tom and Deanna Neal with
s loyce Mcleod at the BECL

Left Below: Capital Cruiser and Rusty

Pl Cricket Chapter members along with

munchkins a5 chey pla]rﬂl lc:apfmg
until the other students ardved. The
Cruisess then mlked ro the: kids and
rode around for them out in the park-

lor, Tt waz so coal wacching the
kids and the older big kids mnning
down the line shapping hands or
warching them gather around fim: an:l
Lisa as if.they were celchrities,

W hit the road for the host hioel
and ro do the regisrations for. the
Mot "IN Gareer baer that night. It was
Fun meeting people and paring faces
1o the e-mails- I've been doing for
awhile now. Then off we were to the
Meer "M Greer ar the Hard Times
&Eﬁmmhﬁapﬂ:mmm-
ing mew friends, cating, and playing
poal all night.

On Sacurday rrmmng, Jir ed
athers ro visit a local nuring home
thir has many vererans, and vererans
family members in residence and on
staff, 1 went with Joyee 1o help set up
for the ©scar "Woody™ Woad
Barbeque Tater that mosning. Their
Chapter has gor it together and bad it
all ready to g0 in no time. All we had
to-do was wair until the carerer (Dixie
Bones) showed up and the guests
arrved. Advoin atendance were repe
resentatives from the USO and the
charity they have helped before. the
New Life Communiry Development
(.wpara. tion. The guests starced
arriving and Dixie 'Bones had prear
bbq pork and chicken for us. Awards
were soun given out and weé had a spe-
cial appearance by Mikks Mendicino.
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USO members at the BBQ.

Right Top: Jim MclLeod and the kids
at the school prasentation,

Right Below: Karen overlooking the
Pentagon parking lot at 8:30 a.m.

Nikki s an enthusiastic 18 vear old
whose story started when she starwed
visiting with a WWII Vereran ar his
A home. She has since been) very
active -about trying to bring ‘all ‘our
POW's home and has met many of
our top world Teaders and is'a repular
S];:H:ikfr At many events |nciudlns,

Rolling Thunder, MNikki is known as

wvery soldier or vers kid sisrer, 1had
the pleasure of ralking with Nikki and
was very impressed with her knowl-
edge and passion for our POW'S. 1
see pothing bur a brighr futire for
this remarkable young lady.

After the barbeque, we were 'off 1o
see the Two Jima Memorial dind

Arh]:lﬁtndi Cdm:tnr_qr at nl:gh{ It-was

wvery eerie looking ar the names that
are erched into the Korean War

Memorial, but worth it By riow,
Thurder Alley and [3C. are alive-and
rumbling with all the anridpaton for
the next day’s ride and events,
Sunday moming came and we are
stoked. Ar Rt [wad just gding o
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Below: PK at the Meet 'N Greet.
Right Top: Handslapping with the kids.
Right Middle: Vietnam Veterans

Memarial [Tha Wall).

Right Below: Making hot dogs while
waiting for the start of the ride.

rake phoros of my fricnds durng the
ride, bur 1 awiso ghad thae | chose 1o
jump on the back on Jim's bike and be
a participant. Wi met at 6:30 that
morning ar the host horel and Jim: led
a huge group to the Pentagon parking
lor, which by 8:30 was full. Amaring
and awesome were the only wonds |
could think of warching éveryone
rolling in. From 7:00 2.m. antil 12:30
we just hung out, read, slepe; played
foctball, and watted:  Even had the
honor of meering with Art Mueller,
the fourder and maan: force behind
this demonstration ride who is a very
ool guy with a passion for bringing
the POV s home.

Thien it began...you cannor evén
imagine the thrill oie fots o hear thar
many hikes ruml:'|ing and heading
onto the road for the demonsiration
riche, Iv's such an-exhilarating rush as
you watch che procession wind its
way asround the bl and even more
enjoyible was “m_uhing the Gold Star
Moms being escorted by the many
PGR and varions othier proups, These
badies: have sacrificed the “clrimite;,
their children, and deerve so mich
respect amd u:}fhnunimi}‘ are. often
overlooked..  Bur thanks 1o people
like Katie Kmetz of Rolling Thunder,
Harvey Wasserman, Jim and Joyce
Melecd, Joe Baum, MNeil Coreer, and
Mickey Harler, they've been getting a
liztde of the respect due thenn.

As it camie 1o our row to depart |
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wassostoked. Even more as-we made
our way up the hill and it just blew
mic away 1o sce all the people gach-
ered, holding ‘flags, some saluting,
and just showing theic suppart as we
made:the wim onto the Memaorial
Bridge. [t was just 5o exciting.and a
pure rush as we made our way thiu
the streess of DUE.  Many woold
seand in the sereer and it was so ingpir-
ing o watch the hand slaps and listen
to the many Ve standing in the
street thanking the ridem.  As we
rounded | another corner, we came
upon a Marine saluting alf the riders
as he has done for the past fow years,
This Marine stands and salures for
the entire ride although this may make
si% howrs or miore. .50 Very impres-
sive.  This is really something you
have to see and do for voursclfas pics
do not even do this rde justice,

Afier the ride and evenis of the
day we headod back: o Vieginia and
home: - celebrate Renees hirthday
and have their annoal Biecompresion
Pary: It srarted 1o rain bk i did nos
detour us from having fun that night.

Morning came and & cxcitel as.1
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did thar weekend.

was to be secing my hus-
band again | was saddened
thar I was: leaving  my
friends. 1 hare 1o say an 1
cried. 1 had so-much fun
with these peaple and |
wish they were choser. They
arc 5o cool Many of the
chapter members joined us
for breakfiise and dhien escomed us back
into [.C. ‘to Thunder Alley for some
Bist minute shopping, and then o the
airport, 1 hated 1o say goodbye as 1
canit just hop on my bike and be ar
their homes in 15 minutes or four
hours. Yeah; Ioried again,

Being a participant of Rolling
Thunder was such an experience for
me, along with visiung Arhngton
Cemetery-and all the other things we
Iis a very emo-
eienal time, but one that 1 think needs
i be expericnced by everyone, leaves
you with 2 new  awarcocss and
rencwed respect for our Servicemen,
be they fallen, Vets: or serving. now.

Jint and Jovee and che Capital
Cruisers will be Putl.'ii':lg. on another
great  weckend  during  Rolling
Thunder 21 in May, 2008, ind if you
are visiting the DUE ara ar this time, |
UrEe Fou 1o artend their events. You'll
have a great nme and make new and
lifelong friends..] guarantee thax, -And.
should you need info such as where o
stay or how o get somewhiers, or just
need people to ride with, they sire mivre
than wi.'lli.ng w0 h-r]p you out.  Please

check our their website at www.capical-
eruisers.org or hups//foruns.delphifo-
rumscom! MDA DC s m

ol = local rider pass
unnodiced, Call

witentaon 1o thes
Eropesdiion Wik
ey hagpan,

aber (lves, andd send
a ealaly HaEsa)e
1o ear deivers at
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